
Contact:  
Tracy Everly  
SDI  
267.685.4387  
teverly@sdihealth.com  
 
Jack Loughran  
Buchanan Public Relations  
610.649.9292  
jack@buchananpr.com  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
 
SDI REPORTS: NEARLY A THIRD OF PHYSICIANS USE HANDHELD AND SMARTPHONE 

DEVICES TO ACCESS MEDICAL INFORMATION 
Physicians most likely to be using Apple iPhone 

 
PLYMOUTH MEETING, Pa. – March 3, 2010 – According to SDI’s Mobile & Social Media 

Study: Physicians’ Views of Emerging Technology, approximately 30% of physicians access 

medical information using a handheld device or smartphone.  The most popular handheld 

device or smartphone is the Apple iPhone, with 31% of respondents owning one. 

 

Not surprisingly, 95% of physicians who use handheld devices/smartphones download 

applications to access medical information.  The most popular application reported is Epocrates, 

followed by Medscape and Skyscape. 

 

The majority of handheld device/smartphone users also access medical information utilizing 

desktop and laptop computers.  However, the type of medical information physicians seek 

differs greatly by device. When using a handheld device or smartphone, physicians are most 

likely to access information about drugs, drug interactions, and prescribing. When using a 

computer, physicians are more likely to seek articles, abstracts, and continuing medical 

education-related information. 

  

Handheld device/smartphone users generally access medical data more frequently than 

desktop/laptop users. For example, 52% of handheld users obtain medical information several 

times a day, compared to 37% of those using a desktop or laptop. 

 

http://www.sdihealth.com/


SDI’s Mobile & Social Media Study: Physicians’ Views of Emerging Technology surveyed nearly 

1,200 physicians from 15 specialties in October 2009 regarding their use of mobile technology 

and their participation in online physician networking.  The study provides detailed information 

about:   

• How physicians access online medical information 

• What medical information physicians seek and when they seek it 

• Physicians’ preferred sources of online medical information and CME credits 

• E-prescribing behaviors 

• Physician usage of, and purpose of participating in, online physician networking   

• Usage and relevance of non-physician networking social media to their practice 

 

In addition to providing overall panel responses, the study utilizes SDI’s prescriber-level data to 

analyze physicians’ responses based on their annual prescribing level and specialty.  

 

For more information, contact SDI at 610.834.0800 or by clicking here.   

  

About SDI  
SDI is a leading healthcare market insight and analytics firm. It provides the industry’s most 
comprehensive de-identified patient-level data to pharmaceutical, biotech, and medical device 
companies, enabling them to better understand the healthcare market. SDI also serves the 
government and the financial services, media, and consumer packaged goods industries. 
Founded in 1982, SDI counts the world’s top 50 pharmaceutical and biotech firms as its clients. 
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